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Purity and Danger: Public Perceptions of Air Pollution from A

Perspective of Cultural Anthropology

Wei HONG Shuyan WANG

Abstract: In recent years, the "smog" problem has aroused wide concern in China.
However, people have different perceptions of the severity of air pollution even in
similarly polluted environment. Based on a quantitative analysis of Chinese General
Social Survey data, air quality index data, news reports in 2013, and multi-site
anthropological observations, this paper illustrates that public perception of air
pollution is not completely determined by physiological feelings and external
environment, but shaped by media, social networks and other socio-cultural factors.
The classification system used to distinguish purity and danger, is an important
intermediate in constructing public perceptions of air pollution.
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FE] & Hb [X R A 205 YR I PN 5 AT N 2 7 fER IR, s 2 H K
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etal, 2002) *°, MR A RFIRBNG R BIAFAIE. MRS 2 AW SR E M 5
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T, el N SR RNE e s, InE @ ROR LR, AT 4k SRR A
SRR WFFE I, 28 A AR B ) LB ) 2K g B RE R 2175 G SR R e X
[ (Day, 2006; Elliotetal, 1999) . SRMMEAERMIZ, AT RN G AR 1)
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A DURA B 58 AAAE, 29 30% A A TTE-IX 25 56 ) 8, OO 55 56 (R OV E AR 2
ARt L 7 B R (PP I T X — 2B X — AR BRI 1 e 3 . SR T LR A2 U &
HATREFRRA Gkt %, 2014)

BERRSEAN (2016) Mttt st 7 s S E RS BRI R . B
Fi A I A T R AT R BE LU, R 2 HUE R 55 55 0 H R AR TS A
ARG R T BN EE . EFOAMEE REMER . NKFE. #EKEFES, H
THERNZE R o R IR E R 55 58 A7 7R R0, (EIXO6 AT H 2 ) AN BT B 2
S o ORI T 5 R R A R SO A B, HLH R TR I 005 e U
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FAEHE 2Rt ABRiiE, A KAAEEHIKEN) (Trumbo, 1996) . XL )™
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TEIBAE AR EWESZ o MBS IR TR iR . —J7 1, B AR
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4.1 BIESTE

ARG B TTIH, ACEEfH 2013 FHELZEA 2 ZE (Chinese General
Social Survey, CGSS) [%d, F7EHILmE Bk fT b8, FE 242 A i E
N RR 2 v [ 1 25 5 258 PO B 4 [ 45 ) 2 AR LA L [RI B AT [ e i B 3
R REE TN RINIE TR @, LA EYE R A ELUY 100 N2 (XD N
HIgAhAE T, HET AR 480 MAY/fEZE 4y 12000 /7 K RE )M . ©2013 4F
CGSS A& A BUEBEARE N 11438 N, ARCASCERFTEMRH AT AQI Hdk ik
A, 3L 4866 N . TEGIFR KA B HRIIFEASS, RANNSHTIIREAIL 3739 .
Z P A% 2013 4F (1) HHE 2 N BT AR iE WA THA6 X PM2.5 I, Sl i
2015 i A W A PR A 2

FARVG GBI, ASCERAMRERIT A E T AQI F A i & SLpr o
SEMRRE. B 20134 1 H 1 Hilg, Jbat. RS 74 M eddrin F

O kb “3%757 MR E Bourdieu A% “IpI7 ARG . IR ALE M AW R A — NI ETE,

Y15 M ER g

© LR T AR BRI X 4 [ BT L A SR AT AR GO T 3L 36 RN T AR X (¥ GDP. A FUmE K. Sb
E BT (FDD LRl AN SAUX =D brdi 7 B 7041, SR B A AN ik .
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AR EIT YK, A R R o R W vt 8 BT B BT 2013 4 74 JRIR
MRET ARSI R R CERRED B8 . %2838 2 AR b [F A5 il
S RATH R LS IR BN L S TR 2013 BT E ARG 5
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