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The Making and Unmaking of a Collective Memory:

The Tiananmen Movement at the Thirtieth Anniversary

Thursday, May 9, 2019 12:30-18:30
Common Room, Harvard-Yenching Institute

2 Divinity Ave, Cambridge, MA

The Tiananmen Movement in 1989 is an unprecedented popular contention in contemporary Chinese history. While the Chinese Communist regime has since then been associated with images of its violent crackdown on June Fourth 1989, it has continued to suppress any forms of public commemoration and discussion about of the movement in the mainland. On the eve of the thirtieth anniversary of Tiananmen, this conference brings together different strands of research on social movements and collective memory to revisit this historic event.
According to Maurice Halbwachs, collective memory refers to a “reconstructed image of the past which is in accordance, in each epoch, with the predominant thoughts of the society.” A political community is bound together not only by the same values, laws, and institutions, but also because its members shared the similar remembrances of their past. Yet, there are moments when the memory of a particular historical event is deliberately erased under an officially sanctioned narrative, or there exist simultaneously competing memories circulated in the public sphere. The framing of the Tiananmen Movement and its brutal repression has largely been divided into two extremes. On the one hand, the reassertion of the party-state’s authority is seen as the precondition for China’s post-1989 surge to a new world power. The once abandoned narrative of a counter-revolutionary turmoil has also reappeared in official document in 2018. On the other hand, there is the counter memory of a pro-democracy movement that stresses the spontaneous nature and altruist motivation of the students, workers and liberal intellectuals. The crackdown serves as a strong moral critique and recurring symbol of the nature of the communist regime.
On the eve of the thirtieth anniversary of Tiananmen Movement in 2019, this international workshop aims to explore the contentious evolution of its collective memory by brining reflections from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Beyond the banal images of “foreign intervention” and naive student patriotism, the papers examine the mnemonic practices of successive generations and across different localities. The questions to be explored are:  what strengthened or eroded the Tiananmen moral resonance? Why does the same collective memory - the remembrance of the crackdown - facilitate social mobilization at one point in time but inhibit it at another? How does the collective/public memory of the June-Fourth shape the image of the PRC regime in different parts of the world? How do the dissenting groups or communities form and build their identity through the protest event? What are the lessons for Beijing incumbents and which methods do they adopt to prevent the recrudescence of its memory?
Workshop Participants

Edmund W. Cheng, Hong Kong Baptist University

King-wa Fu, University of Hong Kong

Jingkei He, Harvard University

Rowena He, Institute for Advanced Study/St. Michael’s College
Ming-sho Ho, Harvard Yenching Institute/National Taiwan University

Francis L. F. Lee, Chinese University of Hong Kong

Louisa Lim, University of Melbourne

Daniel Koss, Harvard University

Jeffrey Wasserstrom, University of California Irvine

Guobin Yang, University of Pennsylvania

Program

11:30 Lunch
12:30 Opening Remarks
Jeffrey Wasserstrom, University of California Irvine
Wang Dan, Founder and Executive Director of Dialogue China
12:45 Panel One: Mnemonic Confrontations between the Regime and Intellectuals
Chair and discussant: Jeffrey Wasserstrom, University of California Irvine

King-wa Fu, University of Hong Kong: Tweets and Memories, Chinese Censors come after Me: Forbidden Voices of the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre on Sina Weibo, 2012-2018

Rowena He, Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton: Keeping the History Alive: Teaching Tiananmen to a New Generation
Jingkei He, Harvard University: Remembering through Obliteration: What Has Beijing Learned in 30 years

14:45 Panel Two: Counter-memory and Re-evaluation in Hong Kong

Chair and discussant: Guobin Yang, University of Pennsylvania
Francis Lee, Chinese University of Hong Kong: Re-evaluating the Historical Past: Inter-Generational Differences and Negotiations on Tiananmen Commemoration in Hong Kong

Edmund Cheng, Hong Kong Baptist University: Memory in Movement: Collective Identity and Memory Contestation in Hong Kong’s Tiananmen Vigils

16:15 Coffee Break

16:45 Panel Three: The Making and Unmaking of Memory from Afar 
Chair and discussant: Daniel Koss, Harvard University
Louisa Lim, University of Melbourne: Resisting Amnesia; Foreign Correspondents, Intimidation and Anniversary Journalism
Ming-sho Ho, HYI, National Taiwan University: From Patriotism to Universal Values: The Mnemonic Change of the Tiananmen Incident in Taiwan, 1989-2018
 PAGE 
4

