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Different Intentions with One Voice: The Making of Chinese

Troops’ Withdrawal Package from the DPRK in 1958

Tian Wuxiong

(History Department, Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)
Abstract: It is known that Chinese People’s Volunteers (CPV) was completely withdrawn
from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in 1958 while its opponent the
United Nations forces were still stationed in the Republic of Korea. Yet how Chinese troops’
withdrawal package was made is ambiguous. This paper examines the details surrounding
the making of the 1958 withdrawal package. It focuses on Mao Zedong's initiated proposal of
the withdrawal, two of Kim I1-sung’s draft plans for the withdrawal, China’s choice to Kim's
plans and its specific revisions to the selected plan, China’s negotiations with the Soviet
Union on the withdrawal and the destinations of the withdrawn Chinese troops. The author
argues that the making of CPV’s withdrawal package from the DPRK in 1958 clearly shows
that, behind the discourse of China and the DPRK’s “unity and friendship becoming more and
more consolidated”, the two sides still had their own respective benefits and intentions.
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